Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 14th July 2010 at 7.30 pm
Other Members:
Councillors P. McGeough, L. Hatrick, M. Farrelly, J. Tenanty, F. McCoy, F. Malone, D. Minogue
Apologies:
Cathaoirleach P. McKenny

Cllr. M. Kavanagh


J. McGuinness, DoS/Town Manager



Officials:

W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer





P. Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer






B. Walsh, County Museum Curator






B. McSherry, County Heritage Officer






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

-------------------------------

MINUTE 61/10
As the Cathaoirleach and Leas Cathaoirleach were not present at the meeting, on the proposal of Cllr. Farrelly, seconded by Cllr. Hatrick it was agreed that Cllr. Tenanty would Chair the meeting.

MINUTE 62/10

1. Minutes
The minutes of the annual general meeting held on 9th June 2010 were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Malone, seconded by Cllr. Hatrick.
The minutes of the monthly meeting of 9th June were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Hatrick, seconded by Cllr. Farrelly.

The minutes of the Special Meeting held on 30th June were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Farrelly, seconded by Cllr. Malone.

Matters Arising

Cllr. McCoy sought further information on the affordable housing scheme levels of eligible income and requested that the limit be lowered to reflect the current economic environment.
MINUTE 63/10
2. National Heritage Week & Ardee Castle
B. Walsh, County Museum Curator circulated a document depicting the towns’ seal and mace and outlined to the members the proposals in respect of Ardee for National Heritage Week in October 2010.
The member’s questions were addressed by B. Walsh and he agreed to explore the suggestion that key events in Ardee, Carlingford and Drogheda be co-ordinated to ensure interested parties would have an opportunity to attend as many events as possible.

MINUTE 64/10
3. Irish Walled Town Network
B. McSherry, County Heritage Officer addressed the members in regard to Ardee’s position as a member of the now 23 strong Walled Towns Group.
In presenting the working draft of the Walled Town of Ardee Conservation and Management Plan, the members approved to place the plan on public display.  B. McSherry highlighted the most salient points of the plan and addressed the member questions on same.

On the proposal of Cllr. McCoy, seconded by Cllr. Malone, the members agreed that the plan should go on public display.

In further discussion on the delivery of the plan’s objective, B. McSherry was keen to point out to members the need for the members and the wider community to get involved and commit to the delivery of the aspirations and objectives expressed in the plan.
Members requested that the matter be listed for the September agenda.

MINUTE 65/10

4. Town Improvement Fund
Members requested on the proposal of Cllr. Tenanty, seconded by Cllr. Malone, that detail of the fund are available for the September meeting.
MINUTE 66/10

5. Improve Our Town Competition
The Chairman commented that the town environment was well improved as a result of the efforts of traders and residents in an effort to improve the town’s performance in the competition.
MINUTE 67/10

6. Proposed Town Twinning
Cllr. Tenanty reported on behalf of the sub group who had met in advance of the council meeting.
The sub group are progressing on a programme to events that will be hosted circa St. Patricks Day 2011 when a delegation from Nettuno, Italy would visit the town.

MINUTE 68/10

7. Notice of Motion
7.1 From Cllr. Farrelly

“We as Town Councillors should be encouraging all walks of life, in Ardee and the surrounding areas, to get out and keep fit by starting keep-fit classes in the Fairgreen at least two days a week for a healthier lifestyle”

Members agreed with the motion and welcomed Cllr. Farrelly’s initiative to bring on board a personal trainer at no cost who will facilitate the activities.  A programme of events will issue in due course.
MINUTE 69/10

8. Correspondence
Correspondence from the VEC, Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland were noted.
MINUTE 70/10
9. Any Other Business
Cllr. Tenanty raised the matter of attendance at the AMAI Conference – it was noted that he would be attending as the Chairman was not available.  Cllr. McCoy encouraged as many members as possible to attend.
Cllr. Malone – enquired about the works at the junction of the N33 and Castlegard road – P. Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer responded advising that the works had commenced.
Cllr. Malone also proposed a vote of sympathy to the families of those who had died in the traffic crash in Donegal.
Cllr. Hatrick – enquired abouth signage for B&B establishments.  P. Donnelly advised that the matter was covered by Planning and Development regulation and that there is an annual charge for each sign.

Cllr. Hatrick also enquired about the naming of the towns round-abouts – P. Gallagher advised that the N2 was being re-signed and that the round-abouts would be included.

W. Walsh, Acting Director of Services agreed to convene the Placenames Committee with a view to confirming the name for the new round-about on the N33 which would be signed in a future scheme.  

Cllr. Hatrick agreed to sponsor a tree to replace one in the Fairgreen lost to disease.  It was agreed that the Area Engineering staff would arrange same. Members agreed that the planting of same would be included in the events programme  for the visit of the delegation from Nettuno in March 2011.

Cllr. McCoy requested that the growth of weeds be cleared from Ardee Castle.

Cllr. McCoy also proposed a vote of congratulations to Peter Fitzpatrick and all involved in the Louth GAA Team on their winning performance in the Leinster Championship final.  He expressed disappointment that they did not have the cup despite winning.

Cllr. Minogue – proposed that the town be made more cycle friendly and that any improvement that could be made within existing resources and additional resources be provided to make the town more amenable to cyclists.

Cllr. Tenanty requested that clarification be sought as to why the public toilets have been closed for almost twelve months.  This is, he stated, causing difficulty for local pub owners.  He requested that clarification be brought to the next meeting.

That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
